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1. Welcoming letter 

 



 

Esteemed delegates, 

 

It is an honor for us, Mariana Valencia and Santiago Villegas, to welcome you to the United 

Nations Historical Crisis Committee for MSMUN 2022.  The format of this committee is unique 

to say the least, as we created it specifically for this version of the model. Owing to its highly 

academic nature, we are sure that it will force you to perform to the best of your abilities, but we 

also know that each and everyone of you are more than capable of performing at such a level 

during the entirety of the committee. With that said, the demanding character of the topic which 

we will debate requires a thorough investigation and active participation on behalf of all delegates 

in order for them to have success.  

Our expectations are set high and we are exhilarated to see what you can achieve during 

this day of debate. Throughout our years of experience in Models of the United Nations, we’ve 

realized the impact these opportunities have on our growth and development both academically 

and socially speaking. Our main objective is that you, as delegates, can have a transformative 

encounter in which you are forced to push boundaries. We hope this experience is as enriching for 

you as it is for us and that you are able to develop different skills such as public speaking, critical 

thinking, investigation, and problem-solving.  

If you have any concerns, feel free to contact us, for we will be more than happy to help 

you. We are confident you have the potential needed to succeed and “make the impossible 

possible”. Without further ado, welcome to MSMUN 2022. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mariana Valencia and Santiago Villegas 

Your chair. 



 

2. Purpose of the committee 

The Paris Peace Conference of 1919-1920 was an international meeting that hosted  the 

leaders and representatives from 30 nations of the world with the purpose of creating long-lasting 

peace and stability following the end of World War I. However, the peace conference ceded too 

much power to the triumphant nations and failed in balancing the military, economic, and 

diplomatic wishes of these nations with the political needs of the world.  

As a result, the Treaty of Versailles which was signed in 1919 completely failed in creating 

long-lasting peace and stability, for the points of the treaty left many nations dissatisfied and 

enraged with the final result. These same nations would eventually become the aggressors which 

would trigger the second world war; therefore, it is the purpose of the committee to reevaluate the 

agreements made in the conference, and accordingly, change where there is the need to do so. With 

this, delegates will have the opportunity to rewrite history and alter the course of the world. 

 

3. Law and Validity  

War has been a constant throughout all of human history, no matter the society or 

geographic location. Wherever humans live, so has conflict followed them. Thus, in the same 

manner that civilizations learned how to most effectively wage war on each other, they also learned 

to handle the aftermath of said conflicts. It became the norm and tradition for the winner of the 

war to dictate the terms of the peace which both nations, victor and loser, would agree on and 

formalize, be this through the physical signing of a Peace Treaty, a solemn oath, or an elaborate 

peace ceremony. This was in an effort to make treaties unavoidable. Thus, treaties started to derive 

their validity and strength through these gestures which gave them an aura of bindingess. These 



 

gestures were also backed up by the implicit threat of violence on behalf of the victorious side if 

the other side didn’t uphold their part of the treaty.  

 

4. History 

4.1. The lead-up to the war 

After the fall of the Roman Empire, Europe remained in a constant state of war. At first, it 

was mainly against the existential threats posed by foreign powers such as the Ottoman Empire, 

the Mongols, and countless other Muslim nations; however, the military, economic, and political 

might of the empires and kingdoms of Europe started to grow beyond that of the Muslim and Asian 

powers, wars became increasingly Euro-centric. Now, instead of being concerned with fighting 

against foreign and existential threats, European states were focused on becoming the most 

powerful nation of their continent.   

In the midst of this struggle for power, the traditional European order was formed. Forged 

by centuries of war, diplomacy, and politics; it became an unspoken yet ironclad agreement 

between all states which mostly kept conflicts from escalating into major wars. The order worked 

as follows: amongst the great powers none could ever become powerful enough to have the 

capability to take over one another. This system relied upon the willing participation of European 

leaders as it wasn’t formalized in a treaty, but rather existed as an unspoken rule that all rulers had 

to follow. The great success of the system laid in the fact that it didn’t impede countries from 

fighting each other to become the dominant power, but rather sought to limit the dominance of the 

countries who became said dominant power. By doing this, it appeased the ambitions of 

expansionist countries while protecting the less powerful nations, and it created a fine balance of 

power between all of the European countries.  



 

 The onset of the French revolution and the rise of the French Empire was the first real 

challenge to the traditional European balance of power. With radical revolutionaries who held no 

regard for the political and diplomatic traditions of the continent at the helm of the most powerful 

nation in Europe, war broke out. The Napoleonic Wars fought in Europe from 1789-1816 were the 

first clear-cut example of the traditional order of Europe being disrupted. Napoleon was initially 

successful in subduing most of the continent, but this didn’t last for long as after years of fighting, 

the great powers of Austria, Prussia, Russia, and the United Kingdom came together in 1815 to 

put an end to Napoleon’s reign.  

 

The balance of power was restored in the Congress of Vienna of 1815, where the 

equilibrium was reestablished in more concrete, yet still informal terms. This came to be known 

as the Concert of Europe, a term that refers to the relatively unanimous and ambiguous agreement 

among all nations to preserve the territorial and political status quo (Britannica, 2022). It is referred 

to as a concert, as every state had to play its part for it to work. Mainly, the agreement sought to 

prevent the spread of republicanism and nationalism in Europe by having all of the great powers 

collaborate in upholding the status quo; therefore, preventing replication of a Napoleonic-Esque 

conflict from taking place. This stems from the fact that it was a widely held belief that the reason 

that the Napoleonic wars only escalated to the extent that they did was due to the ideological clash 

between the ideas which came out of France and the rest of Europe.  

The system was initially a great success, as the nationalist and republican uprisings of Italy 

(1820) and Spain (1822) were successfully suppressed. However, diplomatic relations fell apart 

between the great powers and the system began to crumble, for some of the states responsible for 

upholding the status quo became negligent in their duties. The system would be further weakened 



 

with the revolutions that took place in 1830 and 1848, and then made completely obsolete by the 

unification of Italy and Germany in 1870. Diplomacy was generally thrown to the side in favor of 

war. 

Following 1870, the powder keg1 that triggered the first world war was forged by almost 

45 years of events. These events can all be put into four interconnected categories which can almost 

perfectly explain the causes of WWI. The four categories are as follows: 

 

Militarism: 

 In the late 19th century, an era of major military competition arose between European 

nations. Comparing one's military strength to that of another nation in order to have the strongest 

force became the norm, and thus a culture of paranoia in which alliances became fundamental in 

order to survive was born. Additionally, this rampant militarism by all nations served to sour 

diplomatic relations and increase hostilities between competing states. This was especially seen in 

the Anglo-German naval race which saw both nations locked in a struggle to see who could claim 

the title of having the world’s strongest navy. 

 

Alliances: 

 As was previously mentioned, the rampant militarism present in the world created the need, 

more than ever in history, to have strong alliances with other nations. Thereby, a complex web of 

alliances was created, generating a situation that would trigger a domino-like effect in which war 

between two nations would then drag the rest of the continent into conflict. The two images found 

below show not only some of the alliances which existed  prior to the outbreak, but also highlight 

the chain effect that a single conflict would have on Europe.  

 
1 A dangerous or volatile situation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning, LL. (2014) Web of Alliances: European diplomatic alignments 

shortly before the outbreak of WWI. [Diagram]. Lumen Learning. 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-hccc-

worldhistory2/chapter/events-of-world-war-i/ 

Harding, N.H. (1912). A threatening situation [Political Cartoon]. 

Wikimedia Commons. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chain_of_Friendship_carto

on.gif 

 

Imperialism: 

New Imperialism2 as it is now known refers to the surge of imperial activity which took 

place from around 1870 up until the outbreak of the war. Whereas Old Imperialism only included 

the western powers of Europe and mainly focused on conquering and colonizing the American 

continent, New Imperialism was focused on the colonization of Africa (most commonly referred 

to as the scramble for Africa3), Asia, and included nations with little to no prior history of overseas 

 
2 “period of intensified imperialistic expansion from the latter half of the 19th century until the outbreak of World 

War I in 1914.” Definition taken from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Imperialism (Britannica, 2022) 
3 A term used to describe the partition of Africa in the Berlin conference of 1878 and subsequent competition by the 

European colonial powers to colonize the African continent.   

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chain_of_Friendship_cartoon.gif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chain_of_Friendship_cartoon.gif
https://www.britannica.com/topic/New-Imperialism


 

colonization such as Russia, Germany, Japan, the United States and Italy. This period of immense 

growth by the great powers of the world created tense rivalries between states, for colonies became 

highly sought after; not only because of their economic benefits, but also because of the prestige 

that having them would bring.  

 

 

whiplashoo21. (2015) Colonial Africa On The Eve of World War 

1 - Brilliant Maps. [Digital Map]. Brilliant Maps. 

https://brilliantmaps.com/africa-1914/ 

Glogster. (2014). The Age of Imperialism in Asia: 1914. [Digital Map]. 
Glogster Edu.  https://edu.glogster.com 

Nationalism: 

 Perhaps the most commonly recognized cause of World War I; nationalism played a huge 

role in provoking the conflict. Gavrilo Princip, the man behind the assassination of Archduke Franz 

Fernidand of Austria; consequently, the outbreak of war, was part of the Black Hand, a Serbian 

terrorist group whose goal was for Serbia to become its own kingdom and separate from either 

Austrian or Ottoman rule - a nationalistic ideal and purpose. However, the involvement of 

nationalism in the lead-up to the war goes much further than just creating the powder keg which 

triggered the war. To begin with, the German Empire and the Italian Kingdom were two states 



 

which wouldn’t have existed without the advent of nationalism, and thus two of the main actors of 

the war wouldn’t have been there.  

Additionally, the rise of nationalism4 within the populace of all of the great powers led to 

the growth of hostilities and tensions between nations prior to the outbreak of the war. All of the 

great powers were convinced that if war was to break out, they would emerge as victors easily; 

therefore, creating a general feeling that conflict would be swift and glorious. This all led to states 

not being reluctant in the slightest to go to war if they felt the need to do so. 

 Put together, the aforementioned causes mentioned above created an extremely volatile 

situation that only required a spark to generate an all-out war. Therefore, when Archduke Franz 

Fernidand of Austria was assassinated on the 28th of June, it was almost a foregone conclusion 

that war was going to break out. A month following the assassination of the Archduke, Austria 

declared war on Serbia. Not too long after, Russia declared war on Austria and so followed almost 

the rest of Europe. In the span of 6 days following July 28, most of Europe was now at war with 

each other. The Great War had begun. 

 

4.2. World War I 

After the declaration of war by Austria on Serbia, the world was rapidly engulfed in 

conflict. In the span of 6 days following July 28, Austria-Hungary and Germany who were in an 

alliance which would later be known as the Central Powers were pitted against France, Russia, and 

Serbia. Soon thereafter, the German invasion of Belgium caused Britain to join forces with France 

 
4 In this context, nationalism refers to, “a feeling of loving your country very much and being very proud of it; a 

feeling that your country is better than any other.” Definition taken from: 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/nationalism#:~:text=%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%C

A%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F-

,%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F,to%20form%20an%20independent%20

country (Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, 2022) 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/nationalism#:~:text=%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F-,%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F,to%20form%20an%20independent%20country
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/nationalism#:~:text=%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F-,%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F,to%20form%20an%20independent%20country
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/nationalism#:~:text=%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F-,%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F,to%20form%20an%20independent%20country
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/nationalism#:~:text=%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F-,%2F%CB%88n%C3%A6%CA%83n%C9%99l%C9%AAz%C9%99m%2F,to%20form%20an%20independent%20country


 

and Russia forming what would become known as the Triple Entente. Three months later, Japan 

had joined the Entente, the Ottoman Empire, and the Central Powers making the conflict become 

truly global. Even with the involvement of all of the aforementioned nations and their respective 

military might, it was a widely held belief that the war would be over by Christmas. However, this 

proved to not be the case, and after the Holidays of 1914, the war raged on. In 1915, Bulgaria 

joined the war for the Central Powers, while Italy did so on the side of the Entente. The United 

States would soon join Britain, France, Italy, and Russia in 1917, thus marking the entry of the 

final great power into the war, which at this point in time was fully global.  

The war raged on from 1914 to 1918. The pendulum swung back and forth on which side 

was doing better, but it was ultimately the Entente, with its greater amount of manpower and 

industrial output that came out victorious. Bulgaria was the first state of the central powers to 

surrender in September of 1918, quickly being followed suit by the Ottoman Empire who 

surrendered in the dying days of October of 1918. Not long thereafter, on the 11th of November, 

Germany and Austria signed an armistice with the Entente officially bringing an end to the war.  

The rapid advancement in technology prior to the outbreak of the war meant that military 

strategy was behind the machinery possessed by soldiers and this was quickly shown in the 

casualties suffered by all sides. The widespread use of the machine gun, new and improved 

artillery, and chemical warfare all combined made World War I the first conflict in history where 

more soldiers died from direct combat rather than disease. The war can be described as nothing 

short of brutal, for it was estimated by the Robert Schuman Center for Advanced Studies that by 

the end of the conflict around 20 million people had died; nearly half of those being civilians. 

(Reperes, 2022) 



 

4.3. Case Studies and Historical Precedents 

Although World War I was a conflict with no precedent, it is still important for members 

of the committee to comprehend the historical precedent set by the European Wars of the past, for 

any solution agreed upon by the committee cannot deviate too much from the historical standard. 

Thus, it is important to analyze the peace negotiations which followed the end of the Napoleonic 

Wars in the Congress of Vienna, as it was the biggest conflict Europe witnessed prior to WWI. 
The Napoleonic Wars and the Congress of Vienna 

 In view of the fact that the Congress of Vienna, and more importantly the concepts of the 

Traditional balance of power and the Concert of Europe, were all previously explained in point 

4.1, this subsection mainly focuses on the content and nature of The Final Act of the Congress of 

Vienna. Signed 9 days prior to the famous Battle of Waterloo where the French Emperor was once 

and for all defeated, the treaty comprised all agreements made between states during the 

negotiation process were compressed into one single large document. The agreements made 

between states were on the following subjects: 

1. Political matters: This was in reference to the legitimacy and governance of certain states’ 

rulers. One such example was the agreement on who was to be the ruler of the Kingdom 

of Two Sicilies.  

2. Territorial disputes: The Congress sought to resolve to the best of their capabilities to find 

a compromise between the differing and demanding territorial claims of each nation. For 

instance, the historical dispute between Austria, Prussia, and Russia over the Duchy of 



 

Warsaw (Poland) was resolved by recognizing Russia's claims and then giving small parts 

of the former state to Austria and Prussia respectively. 

3. Economic issues: This refers to the various economic agreements made following the end 

of the war, which not only included a hefty sum of monetary reparations which France had 

to pay, but also the trade deals made between different states. 

Overall, the Final Act of the Congress of Vienna ended up being a thorough treaty signed by the 7 

of ‘The Eight’5 which succeeded in achieving its main goal: lasting peace on the European 

continent. A whole century had to pass before the next major war would break out, that being 

World War 1.  

 

5. Characters 

 

5.1. Pope Benedict XV (Holy See) 

This religious character, also known as “the pope of WWI” and whose original name was 

Giacomo Della Chiesa was born on November 21, 1854, in Italy; the same place where he died at 

the age of 67. Graduated from the University of Genoa and then studied priesthood in the Collegio 

Capranica in Rome then entered the papal diplomatic service. He was later employed in the 

department of the secretary of state before receiving both the title of archbishop and cardinal.  

His papacy lasted from 1914 to 1922, being elected pope a month after the outbreak of 

World War I. His time in this position was mostly occupied with war problems which left little to 

no time left for religious matters. He conducted multiple attempts to mediate the conflict, one in 

particular when the United States entered the war, but these failed to resolve anything. Benedict 

 
5 ‘The Eight’ was the common way to refer to the main powers in the Congress, which were England, Russia, Prussia, 

France, Austria, Spain, Portugal, and Sweden.  



 

was excluded from the original 1919 peace negotiations due to the lack of prestige his papacy 

offered over the years preceding these. (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.2. Woodrow Wilson (United States) 

Thomas Woodrow Wilson, more commonly only known as Woodrow Wilson was born in 

1856 in Staunton, Virginia, U.S. His father, Joseph Ruggles Wilson, was a Prebstyrtian minister 

and the son of two Scottish-Irish Immigrants; his mother, Janet Woodrow, was herself an English-

Scottish immigrant. This made Woodrow the second American president to have a non-American 

parent.  

He graduated from John Hopkins University in 1886 with a Ph.D. in Government and 

History. He became president of Princeton University in 1990 and successfully ran for governor 

in the state of New Jersey in 1910 for the Democratic party on a progressive platform. Two years 

later, he participated in a three-way election against Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard 

Taft. Thanks to the split present in the Republican voting base as a result of Roosevelt's Progressive 

Bull Party, Wilson won the presidential election of 1912 with only 42% of the popular vote. 

(Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.3. Kaiser Wilhelm II (German Empire) 

One of the most recognizable public figures of World War, militarist, Kaiser of Germany 

and King of Prussia. Kaiser Wilhelm II was born in Potsdam, Germany, on January 27, 1859, the 

son of Prince Frederick Wilhelm of Prussia (1831-88) and Princess Victoria (1840-1901), the 

oldest daughter of Queen Victoria (1819-1901). Was educated at the University of Bonn despite 



 

having a quicker temper and an impulsive, high-strung personality, some even doubted how his 

complicated psychology influenced or affected his political decisions.  

Germany declared war against Russia and France during the first week of August 1914– 

he is reported to have said, “You will regret this, gentlemen.” He is known for his erratic behavior 

and was found to have gone through a depressive episode in 1908. (History, 2019) 

 

5.4. Sergey Sazonov (Russia) 

Sergei Dmitrievich Sazonov (1860-1927), Russia's Foreign Minister from 1910-16, was 

born on August 10, 1860. His policy during his time in the Foreign Ministry position was primarily 

directed towards maintaining close relations with France and Great Britain and easing relations 

with Germany. Additionally, he obtained posts in the Russian embassies in London, Washington, 

D.C., and the Vatican (1904–09) before becoming deputy foreign minister in May 1909 and 

minister of foreign affairs on September 28 (October 11), 1910. (Britannica, 2022)  

In 1916, Sazonov, deprived of the Foreign Ministry, was despatched to London as his 

country's ambassador.  Remaining in London following the February Revolution of 1917 - and 

following his dismissal by the Provisional Government in May 1917 - he attended the Paris Peace 

Conference as a representative of the anti-Bolshevik government (First World War, 2009) 

 

5.5. David Lloyd George (United Kingdom) 

David Lloyd George was the British prime minister from 1916 to 1922. He was widely 

known for taking the lead on the political decisions of Britain during the ending of World War I. 

He was born on Jan. 17, 1863, in Manchester, England where he grew  up and had a childhood 

based on strong beliefs and hardworking principles. This is how, in 1890, Lloyd George entered 



 

Parliament and made a name for himself; towards the end, he became a leading figure in the radical 

wing of the Liberal party.  

He is well known today as one of the three great statesmen at Versailles. He bore major 

responsibility for the peace settlements and these were well received in Britain. (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.6. Arthur James Balfour (United Kingdom) 

Arthur James, also known as 1st Earl Balfour, was born on July 25, 1848 in Scotland. He 

was a British statesman and nephew of the marquess of Salisbury. Balfour served in Parliament 

from 1874 to 1911. From 1891 he was the Conservative Party’s leader in Parliament and later took 

on his uncle’s role as prime minister (1902–05). In 1917 he was foreign secretary and wrote what 

is known today as the Balfour Declaration which expressed official British approval of Zionism6. 

(Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.7. George Georges Clemenceau (France) 

Georges Clemenceau, commonly referred to as The Tiger (Le Tigre) was born September 

28, 1841, Mouilleron-en-Pareds, France. The statesman and journalists’ political career began soon 

after he completed his studies in the United States and got married when he returned to Paris in 

France (History, 2021). Clemenceau was first elected to parliament in 1876, five years after 

France’s defeat in the Franco-Prussian War. This same year, he decided to join the extreme left, 

becoming the leader of the Radical bloc.  

He contributed to politics both through his writings as a journalist and through the political 

roles he was assigned and elected for such as the Prime Ministry twice; the second time being in 

 
6 Zionism is “an international movement originally for the establishment of a Jewish national or religious 

community in Palestine and later for the support of modern Israel.” (Merriam Webster dictionary, 2022) 



 

1917. He was a major contributor to the Allied victory in World War I and a framer of the postwar 

Treaty of Versailles at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919.  

(Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.8. Stephen Pichon  (France) 

Stephen Jean-Marie Pichon was a French journalist, diplomat, and politician of the Third 

Republic. Served as minister of Foreign Affairs in various cabinets between 1906 and 1920. 

Actively participated in the Chamber of Deputies in 1917, and accompanied Georges Clemenceau 

during his time as Prime minister as an ally and supporter. (Britannica, 2022) 
 

5.9. Robert Lansing (United States) 

Robert Lansing was born on October 17, 1864, in the US. He was an international lawyer 

and U.S. secretary of state who negotiated the Lansing–Ishii Agreement (1917) attempting to 

harmonize U.S.–Japanese relations toward China. Lansing graduated from Amherst College in 

1886 and began practicing law in 1889. He participated and contributed to the Paris Peace 

conference of 1919, presenting his approach to the League of Nations’ idea. (Britannica, 2022) His 

background in international law afforded him a wealth of foreign relations experience. “While 

Secretary he was faced with the significant foreign policy challenges related to the U.S. position 

in the First World War.” (Office of the Historian, 2022) 

 

5.10. Vittorio Emanuele Orlando (Italy) 

Vittorio Emmanuele Orlando was born on May 19, 1860, in Palermo, Italy, where he was 

brought up and educated. He is known today for being an Italian statesman and prime minister 



 

during the concluding years of World War I and head of his country’s delegation to the Versailles 

Peace Conference in 1919.  

His controversial statements against his allies' opinions stood out at this encounter as he 

also had a falling out with the US president of the moment, Woodrow Wilson. His goal during this 

conference was to reach concessions and defend Italy’s rights; however, he was faced with the 

opposition between national aspirations and imperialist tendencies. (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.11. Sydney Sonnino (Italy) 

Giorgio Sidney Sonnino was born in Pisa on 11 March 1847. Over the 1860’s he dedicated 

himself to studying the history of Italy, focusing mainly on economic affairs. Later on, as foreign 

minister, he promoted his country’s entrance into World War I. For many years, he was a leader 

of the conservative parliamentary opposition and even served briefly as prime minister; a role 

which he performed unsuccessfully (Britannica, 2022). He accompanied that moment’s Prime 

Minister Vittorio Orlando to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 where they felt defeated by the 

concessions that took place. (First World War, 2009) 

 

5.12. Saionji Kinmochi (Japan) 

Saionji Kimmochi, in full Kōshaku (Prince) Saionji Kimmochi, was born December 7, 

1849 in Kyōto, Japan. He dedicated himself to journalism immediately after finalizing his studies 

in France and returning to Japan; however, he was forced to leave this career path and rise to higher 

roles. He served as prime minister in two separate periods; the second one being from 1911 to 

1912, the year in which he retired from party and office politics. His mandate focused on 



 

moderating his country’s increasing militarism. His return was seen in 1919, where he headed 

Japan’s delegation at the Paris Peace Conference. (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.13. Charles I of Austria (Austria-Hungary) 

Charles (I) was born on August 17, 1887, in Persenbeug Castle, Austria, and was the last 

ruler of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. His parents were the Archduke Otto and Princess Maria 

Josephine of Saxony, daughter of the last King of Saxony. During his rule, Charles attempted on 

various occasions to remove the Austro-Hungarian empire from World War I, but failed 

tremendously.  He saw himself concerned with the rising tendency of nationalism among his 

people (Britannica, 2022). 

 

5.14. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (Ottoman Empire) 

Also known as Kemal Atatürk, was born in 1881 in Greece. He was a soldier, statesman, 

and reformer who was the founder and first president of the Republic of Turkey (Britannica, 2022). 

He assisted War College as well as the General Staff College and graduated as a captain gaining a 

stellar reputation as one of the empire’s leading young officers. He was considered one of the great 

figures of the 20th century and contributed to Turkey by modernizing the country’s legal and 

educational systems. His ideology is known to date as Kemalism which played a key role in the 

development of the Turkish nations taking into account aspects such as  republicanism, 

nationalism, populism, statism, secularism, and revolution (Britannica, 2022). 

    



 

5.15. Nikolaos Sokrates Politis (Greece) 

Nikolaos Sokrates Politis was born Feb. 7, 1872 in Corfu, Greece. Recognized today as a 

Greek jurist and diplomat, a champion of disarmament and the peaceful settlement of disputes. 

Not much information is found on his contributions to the nation until he became minister of 

foreign affairs in 1916; nonetheless, he attended the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 as the Greek 

delegate and later participated as the representative of Greece in the League of Nations. 

 

5.16. Aleksandar Pavlov Malinov  (Bulgaria) 

Aleksandar Malinov was Prime Minister of Bulgaria 1908 to 1911. His early life was spent 

in Russia, and he received his education as a lawyer at the University of Kyiv. Malinov was a 

prosecutor and judge before entering politics with the Christian democratic Democratic Party, and 

he veered towards liberalism and supported close ties with the Russian Empire (Historica, n.d). 

During WWI, he urged that Bulgaria remained neutral as his ideas stood in opposition to violent 

protests presented at the time. (Prabook, 2021) 

 

 

5.17. Hermann Müller (German Empire) 

Hermann Müller was born on May 18, 1876, in Mannheim, Germany. Recognized as a 

statesman and leader of the German Social Democratic Party (SPD). He served in the role of 

Chancellor of Germany. As foreign minister, he signed the Treaty of Versailles for Germany. 

(Britannica, 2022) 

 



 

5.18. Ferdinand I of Romania (Kingdom of Romania) 

Ferdinand I, was born on August 24, 1865, in Sigmaringen, Prussia (which is now located 

in Germany). He was king of Romania from 1914 to 1927, leading his kingdom to join the allies 

in WWI.  “Ferdinand showed considerable interest in Romanian military affairs and commanded 

the army during the Second Balkan War”  (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.19. Albert I of Belgium (Belgium) 

Albert I, King of Belgium, was born on April 8, 1875, in Brussels, Belgium. Before the 

war, Albert worked to strengthen the army, and he later assumed the lead over Belgium's military 

as the war began to implode. Albert appealed to the Allies to abolish Belgian neutrality in the 

conflict. (Britannica, 2022) 

 

5.20. Nikola Pašić (Serbia) 

Nikola studied engineering in Belgrade and soon after he graduated he began to show 

interest in contemporary liberalism and democratic institutions. He was one of the founders of the 

Kingdom that would later be known as Yugoslavia. Pašić decided to join politics actively and 

founded the Radical Party that went in opposition to the authoritarian monarchy in an attempt to 

establish a parliamentary democracy. Additionally, he served as Serbian prime minister for 

multiple periods (1891–92, 1904–05, 1906–08, 1909–11, 1912–18) (Britannica, 2022) 

 

6. Committee Expectations  

Although UNHCC is a committee which is fundamentally historical in character given its 

nature as a recreation of the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, it is also a committee where delegates 



 

are encouraged and expected to actively attempt to rewrite history. To successfully do so, it is 

crucial for delegates to thoroughly understand the following broad concepts: 

● The causes behind World War I 

● The consequences of World War I 

● The state in which their respective character and delegation finds itself in at the end of 

World War I 

As chair, we can not state the importance of understanding these three concepts, as they are an 

absolute must in order to participate. Thus we recommend delegates to carefully read the entire 

guide, as well as make use of the helpful resources found in point 9 of the historical guide.   

It is also important for delegates to take into account the “crisis” nature of the committee 

which entails various changes to the normal Model United Nations experience. The committee 

dynamic will be different, as the irregular character of the committee caused by the constant crises 

and huge variety of topics to debate requires delegates to participate in swifter and more decisive 

ways. This will be more thoroughly explained in the committee’s special procedural manual, which 

is of course essential for delegates to participate in the committee.  

Lastly, regarding the character of the debate, it is expected for all delegates to actively 

participate while remaining true to the ideology and interests of their respective character and 

delegation.  

 

7. Useful Questions 

Before delving into the useful questions, it is important to note for delegates that these are 

the questions which guide them in understanding their character’s and delegation’s position 



 

regarding the topic, while QARMAS are the questions which guide them in finding possible 

solutions.  

1. Was your character’s nation part of the Entente Powers (Allies/Triple Entente) or part of 

the Central Powers?  

a. How much did your nation contribute to their respective side in regards to the 

military aspect of the war (number of soldiers, military ships, aircrafts, etc used in 

combat) ? 

b. How much did your nation contribute to their respective side in regards to the 

economic (food, natural resources, weapons, monetary resources) aspect of the 

war?  

c. With regards to subpoints a & b, was your country “independent” in how they 

carried out war or did they heavily rely on allying nations? 

2. Prior to the outbreak of World War I, was your character's nation on the rise or was it 

declining?  

3. What motivated your character's nation to join World War I on the side that they did? 

 

8. QARMAS 

Before listing the QARMAS, it is important to mention that all delegates must include 

them answered as part of their portafolio. 

1. Following the conclusion of the Paris Peace Conference in January of 1920, what was your 

delegation’s state at that moment? Was your character’s country in a state of political and 

economic stability, or was it in turmoil? 



 

2. Following the signing of the Treaty of Versailles (1919) regarding the German Empire, 

was your character’s nation in favor or against the content of the Treaty? If they were in 

slight disagreement, what caused said disagreement? 

3. Following the signing of the Treaty of Saint Germain (1919) regarding Austria, was your 

character’s nation in favor or against the content of the Treaty? If they were in slight 

disagreement, what caused said disagreement? 

4. Following the signing of the Treaty of Trianon regarding Hungary, was your character’s 

nation in favor or against the content of the Treaty? If they were in slight disagreement, 

what caused said disagreement? 

5. Following the signing of the Treaty of Neuilly-sur-Seine regarding Bulgaria, was your 

character’s nation in favor or against the content of the Treaty? If they were in slight 

disagreement, what caused said disagreement? 

6. Following the signing of the Treaty of Sèvres regarding the Ottoman Empire, was your 

character’s nation in favor or against the content of the Treaty? If they were in slight 

disagreement, what caused said disagreement? 

9. Helpful resources 

- https://youtu.be/gxRGCr52eQg  

- https://youtu.be/HEoZMe8MSPM  

- https://youtu.be/tJGZAkF0x_M  

- https://youtu.be/ERdLrzAEv3w  

- https://youtu.be/TViVAmSlLG4 

- https://www.britannica.com/event/Paris-Peace-Conference 

 

 

https://youtu.be/gxRGCr52eQg
https://youtu.be/HEoZMe8MSPM
https://youtu.be/tJGZAkF0x_M
https://youtu.be/ERdLrzAEv3w
https://youtu.be/TViVAmSlLG4
https://www.britannica.com/event/Paris-Peace-Conference
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