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1. Welcoming letter  

Distinguished delegates, we welcome you to the Marymount School Model of the 

United Nations and the First Committee of the General Assembly on Disarmament and 

International Security. 

Nowadays, we live in a society in need of people not only with the capacities to 

contribute to it, but people who actually comprehend it. And what could be more useful for 

understanding the world, than putting ourselves in the starring role of those who deal with 

these problems and situations?  

Through this committee and the issues presented, we want each of you to take on the 

role of leaders of the future. In addition, acting on these issues is of utmost importance in 

order to achieve the best possible outcome for the international community. We hope this will 

further motivate you to continue to improve as delegates and as citizens of the world. 

This year, DISEC will be tasked with addressing two critical topics of thematic 

relevance for the committee. These topics are meant to be discussed in order to rethink the 

world in the modern era and how the international community can come together to ensure the 

sovereignty and self-determination of states. As you consider and discuss these topics, bear in 

mind the unequivocal necessity for multilateral collaboration and a wide variance of 

perspectives for effective resolutions to be passed. 

We expect you to challenge yourselves, to put a lot of effort and 

dedication into your 

research and preparation, and to give the best of yourselves during the debate. We trust  

that you will be responsible and committed, recognizing that we must work together in  
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order for the commission to succeed. 

“Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds 

cannot change anything” George Bernard Shaw. 

We are extremely happy to work alongside you who decided to accept this challenge 

and as the Presidents of this committee we are convinced that your capabilities will help you 

accomplish what you set your mind to and always remember to make the impossible possible. 

In case any doubts arise from the model or the committee itself, please do not hesitate 

to contact us via the committees email address disec@marymountmedellin.edu.co or 

through our personal contacts:  

 

DISEC Presidents, 

María Vélez    &    Martina Jaramillo 

3175027436           3006512748 

 

 

 

2. Committee’s Information 

2.1. History  

The United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) was 

the first main committee in the General Assembly when the Charter of the United Nations was 

signed in 1945. Mindful of the events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the first resolution by the 

Disarmament and International Security Committee was done in 1946 to address international 

problematics around the Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised by 

mailto:disec@marymountmedellin.edu.co
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the Discovery of Atomic Energy, according to the UN. DISEC was created with the purpose to 

establish an international reunion meant to discuss international peace and security amongst 

members of the international community. (United Nations, n.d.) 

 

2.2. Purpose of the Committee 

The committee aims to regulate military equipment and to establish general 

principles of international disarmament. In addition, it also gives recommendations to the 

United Nations Security Council concerning such principles. The commission works closely 

with the United Nations Disarmament Commission and the Geneva-based Conference of 

Disarmament; furthermore, the goals of the commission are to maintain worldwide peace and 

security and to regulate the use of armament.  

All 193 United Nations members are automatically eligible as representatives in 

DISEC’s body and have an equal vote. Even though DISEC deals with important international 

security issues, it cannot specifically dictate an order nor ask for military intervention, but it can 

recommend these actions to the United Nations Security Council. Documents drafted by this 

committee are passed by a simple majority.  

As stated by the United Nations charter, the biggest aim of the Disarmament 

and International Security Committee is to “establish general principles of cooperation in 

the maintenance of international peace and security, including the principles governing 

disarmament and the regulation of armaments”(“Disarmament and International Security (First 

Committee)”, nd). DISEC functions in a three-step structure: first, the committee begins with a 

general debate about the topics under consideration; second, the committee proceeds to thematic 

discussions; and lastly, the committee moves to action on draft resolutions. 
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2.3. Committee Performance 

Some of the most outstanding accomplishments of the Disarmament and International 

Security Committee are successful promotion, enforcement, and verification of the Treaty on 

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; the establishment of Nuclear Weapons Free Zones 

in Antarctica, Latin America, the South Pacific, Africa, and Central Asia; and the Partial Test 

Ban Treaty.  

The DISEC committee draws its attention mostly on topics that deal with conflict and 

its prevention, disarmament, and international security. Ratified by 193 members of the General 

Assembly, the Treaty of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is possibly one of 

the most well-known and important resolutions concerning the reduction and limitation of arms. 

The NPT is an international agreement in which nations stop the development of nuclear 

weapons and the five nations who had already developed them (United Kingdom, United States, 

Soviet Union at the time, France, and China) agreed to disarm them.  

It could be said that this treaty served the international community to perfection, this 

one counts with three objectives: firstly, to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons; 

secondly, to have a peaceful use of nuclear energy; and lastly, achieving the goal of nuclear 

disarmament. Delegations such as Israel, India, and Pakistan are the only countries that never 

joined the treaty, and North Korea abandoned it. However, the NPT is one of the best 

demonstrations of how the First Committee can have a lasting effect on global security.  

The United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee meets every 

October for four to five-week sessions after the General Debate concluded by the General 
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Assembly. Its headquarters are located in New York, the United States, and its current 

chairperson is Sacha Llorenty. 

 

3. Topic A: The Demilitarization of Outer Space 

3.1. Theoretical Framework 

The following definitions are considered to be of high importance in the Committee and 

their definitions must be kept in mind. Taken from (Montessori Model United Nations, 2016), 

(Cobb, 2021). 

Demilitarization: The dismantling and destruction of military equipment. 

 “To rid of military characteristics or uses” (Merriam-Webster, n.d) 

Satellite: An object sent into space meant to be part of a communication system 

or used for data recollection. Satellites orbit celestial bodies and there are currently about 4,500 

satellites 

Non-military: State of activity not involving armed forces. 

Non-aggressive: An activity that can potentially involve armed forces like 

military personnel; however it is not considered as a military activity per se as it is not the main 

objective.  

Outer Space Treaty: The basis for space law that came into force in 1967. It 

consists of various principles that ban weapons of mass destruction and prevent sovereign states 

from claiming celestial bodies as part of their territory. Specifies that space should only be used 

for peaceful purposes. 

The Rescue Agreement: In depth information on Article V in the Outer Space 
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Treaty, which came into force in 1968 where it stated that all parties members of the treaty must 

be willing to aid any astronaut in need and to return space technology in case of it landing in 

another country.  

Liability Convention: This convention from 1972 states that damages caused 

by any object launched into space must be the responsibility of the country it was launched 

from. Kosmos 954 was a USSR satellite that crashed in Canada in 1978; the crash resulted in 

radioactive pieces being scattered across the country and $6 million were charged to the USSR. 

Another instance where this convention has come into play was when NASAs Skylab crashed 

in Australia in 1979 and there was a fine of $400 for littering. 

Registration Convention: This convention from 1976 states that objects 

orbiting the Earth must be registered and declared to the United Nations.  

Moon Agreement: Military usage of the Moon and other natural objects in 

space is prohibited by this agreement. The usage given to these objects must be strictly for 

peaceful purposes, and it seeks to avoid them to become a space for international conflict. This 

has only been ratified by 14 countries, 6 of which have space programs, and signed by 10 other 

countries 5 of which have space programs.   

Treaty of Antarctica: It came into force in 1961, and it states that Antarctica 

must be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and “shall not become the scene or object of 

international discord” (Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, n.d.) 

The Shuttle–Mir Program: was a joint Russian–American space program that 

implicated American Space Shuttles visiting the Russian space station Mir, Russian cosmonauts 

traveling on the shuttle, and one American astronaut traveling aboard a Soyuz spacecraft to 

conduct long-duration missions onboard Mir. (NASA, 2007) 



 

9 

ASAT (Anti-satellite weapon): Weapons that have been developed and tested 

since the 1960s meant to destroy or incapacitate satellites for strategic or tactical purposes. The 

U.S Russia, China and India have shown to be capable of using these weapons. 

● Direct Ascent kinetic Anti-satellite weapon: An ASAT launched from 

the ground meant to achieve high speeds and strategically crash into the satellite. 

●  Co-orbital Anti-satellite weapons: This ASAT is sent to orbit and 

afterwards its direction is altered in order to lead it to successfully collide with the satellite. 

●  non-kinetic anti-satellite weapons: Technology like lasers is used in 

this ASAT to disrupt the satellites without a physical impact. 

 

3.2. Topic’s History  

“Control of space means control of the world." (US Vice President Lyndon Johnson, 

1961). 

Humanity has felt the great curiosity of outer space, its comprehension and domination 

being the key aspect of focus in this topic as well as being able to acquire knowledge and 

possibly advance in technology and other scientific purposes. Likewise, humanity’s great 

warfare capability and its power ambition lead nations, especially the more developed countries; 

in order to foresee outer space as an ideal site for locating mass destruction weapons and, why 

not, reach the imagination level of the great cinematic masters who created franchises like Star 

Wars.  

What we now know as the Space Race began during the 50s, when the great powers, in 

this case the USSR and the United States of America, implemented their space programs and 

the first satellite was launched successfully in 1957. The world's two great major powers spent 
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a significant amount of their GDP on military research and development. The desire to put items 

into orbit fueled space research and ushered in the Space Race. This event lasted about 15 years 

until mankind was able to ‘touch the stars’.  

Meanwhile, the United Nations discussed how outer space can be peacefully utilized, 

which resulted in the creation of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space Committee and it aided in 

the creation of the Outer Space Treaty, that served its purpose of guaranteeing that no nation 

must place any weapons of mass destruction in any celestial body or in orbit of those; an 

example of the celestial bodies that is commonly thought of is the Moon.  

The following includes several events considered to be imperative to keep in mind when 

discussing topics of such nature. (Royal Museums Greenwich, n.d.)  

- 2nd of August, 1955: The Soviet Union reacts to the United 

States' declaration that it planned to send the first artificial satellite into orbit 

with its own satellite. 

- 4th of October, 1957: Sputnik 1, the world's first Earth-orbiting 

satellite, was successfully launched by the Soviet Union. Sputnik, which is 

Russian for "satellite," was the Soviet entry in a scientific race to launch the 

world's first satellite. 

- 3rd of November, 1957: Sputnik 2, carrying Laika, the first 

animal into space, was successfully launched.   

- 31st of January, 1958: Explorer 1 was the United States' first 

satellite to enter orbit. It was equipped with experimental gear that contributed 

to the discovery of the Van Allen radiation belt. 
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- 1st of October, 1958: In the United States, the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) replaced the National Advisory 

Committee on Aeronautics (NACA). 

- 18th of December, 1958: SCORE, the world's first 

communications satellite, was launched by the United States. It became the first 

broadcast of a human voice from space when it delivered a pre-recorded 

Christmas message by former President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

- 2nd of January, 1959: The USSR launches Luna 1, which is 

recognized as the  first "cosmic rocket" because it unexpectedly exited the 

Moon's orbit due to its high speed. Luna 1 makes history as the first human-made 

object to orbit the sun instead of the Earth. 

- 2nd of August, 1959: Explorer 6, the world's first weather 

satellite, was launched by the United States, and the first photos of Earth from 

orbit were taken. 

- 12th of September, 1959: The Soviet Union deployed Luna 2 and 

completed its mission of developing the first spacecraft to reach the Moon's 

surface. 

- 4th of October, 1959: The Soviet Union launched Luna 3 and 

completed its task of placing an object in lunar orbit as well as photographing 

the Moon's far side. 

- 19th of August, 1960: The first animals (Belka and Strelka) and 

a variety of plants are returned alive from orbit onboard the Soviet Union's 

Sputnik 5. 



 

12 

- 31st of January, 1961: Ham, a chimpanzee from the United 

States, was the first primate in space and the first to survive the landing. 

- 12th of April, 1961: In the Space Race, the Soviet Union emerged 

victorious. Yuri Gagarin, on the Vostok 1, accomplished a single orbit around 

the Earth and became the first man in space. He spent one hour and forty-eight 

minutes in space before landing in Saratov Oblast, west Russia. 

- 5th of May, 1961: With Alan Shepard aboard the Mercury-

Redstone 3 (or Freedom 7) spacecraft, the United States achieved the first pilot-

controlled journey and the first American in space. Shepard did not orbit Earth 

on this voyage. He flew at an altitude of 116 miles. The flight was around 15 

minutes long. 

- 16th of June, 1963: Valentina Tereshkova is the first citizen and 

woman to travel into space. Her spaceship, Vostok 6, spent nearly three days in 

space, orbiting the Earth 48 times. - 

- 18th of March, 1965: Alexei Leonov wore a specialized spacesuit 

and left his Voskhod 2 spacecraft for the first space walk which lasted twelve 

minutes. 

- 14th of July, 1965: Mariner 4, a US spacecraft, made the very 

first effective mission to Mars, providing as well the first close-up photos of the 

Martian surface. 

- 1967: For both the US and the Soviet Union, this year proved to 

be the most devastating in the Space Race. Ed White, Gus Grissom, and Roger 

Chaffee, three American astronauts, died in January when a fire broke out in 
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their Apollo 1 capsule on the launch pad. A few months later, Soviet cosmonaut 

Vladimir Komarov died when his Soyuz 1 capsule's parachute malfunctioned 

and failed to open upon reentry into Earth's atmosphere. 

- 21th of December, 1968: Apollo 8, a US spaceship, was the first 

human-crewed spacecraft to reach the Moon, orbit it, and return safely to Earth. 

- 20th of July, 1969: While their crewmate Michael Collins 

continued to orbit the Moon on Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong and subsequently 

Edwin Aldrin became the first men to walk on the Moon. With a televised 

landing seen by 723 million people around the world, America was declared the 

winner of the Space Race. 

- 11th of April, 1970: The Apollo 13 mission is credited as being 

the first time a crew survived an explosion onboard a spacecraft.  

- 19th of April, 1971: The Soviet Union launches the world's first 

space station. Parts of this spacecraft will become core components of the 

International Space Station (ISS) in November 2000, over thirty years later. 

- 1st of August, 1971: The commander of the Apollo 15 mission, 

David Scott, becomes the first man to drive on the Moon. He's also known for 

paying tribute to Soviet and American astronauts who died in the pursuit of space 

exploration. Scott sets a plaque with a memorial of the dead on the Moon while 

strolling. He also left a modest aluminum sculpture of an astronaut in a spacesuit 

by its side.  

- 15th of July, 1975: With tensions between the United States and 

the Soviet Union lessening, the first Apollo-Soyuz mission is conducted. The 
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Apollo and Soyuz spacecraft dock in space after two separate trips, and the two 

commanders, Tom Stafford and Alexei Leonov, share the first international 

handshake. This gesture is thought to represent a symbolic conclusion to the 

Space Race, clearing the stage for future cooperative flights like the International 

Space Station and the Shuttle-Mir program. 

 

3.3.  Previously Implemented Solutions 

Due to the fact that weapons of mass destruction were created and were first 

implemented during world war 2, there are no records of previously established treaties on this 

issue. The first treaty surrounding the topic is the Outer Space Treaty, which came into force in 

1967 and was the basis of the Space Law.  

As of the Outer Space Treaty, its clauses refer to topics like mineral 

exploitation, celestial body’s protection as they are considered world heritage, and the 

prevention of using Outer Space as a beacon for weapons. “The exploration of outer space, 

which began in Russia, opens up new prospects for global civilization. In the Russian Federation 

the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, is one of 

the most important directions of activities in the interests of citizens, society and state.” (United 

Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, n.d.). 

 

3.4. Situation Today 

As of now, there is great concern surrounding the large space debris which includes 

19,000 pieces bigger than 5 centimeters circling the Earth's orbit. This is dangerous towards 

space ships, satellites and anything that is or will be put into orbit. “U.S. Space Command 
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currently tracks about 35,000 debris objects, 70% of which are in low Earth orbit. LeoLabs 

tracks softball-size and larger objects. McKnight said there are anywhere from 500,000 to 

900,000 smaller items that currently are not tracked and “we just cross our fingers and hope we 

will not be hit by.” (Erwin, 2022). 

If weapons were to exist in outer space, this situation would increase the danger of 

having objects in our feeble planet’s orbit. The diplomatic issue among the great powers 

translates, without a doubt, to outer space, having to consolidate as fast as possible a code of 

conduct on activities surrounding it. “On Nov. 15, Russia tested and demonstrated an anti-

satellite weapon (ASAT) system by destroying one of its inactive satellites at an altitude of 

about 300 miles above the earth’s surface. At this altitude, the satellite’s debris will orbit the 

Earth for a long time.” (Paikowsky, 2021) 

The European Union created the International Code of Conduct for Outer 

Space Activities in 2008 due to this matter, but it has yet to become unanimous.  

On another note, on November 15, 2021, U.S. officials announced that a new debris 

field in orbit near Earth was detected and it was confirmed that Russia had destroyed one of its 

old satellites in a test of an anti-satellite weapon. A collision with other satellites as well as the 

International Space Station is seen as a potential outcome and as the space station crew passed 

near the debris cloud, they had to take shelter. “The one that Russia just tested is known as a 

direct ascent kinetic anti-satellite weapon. These are usually launched from the ground or from 

the wings of an airplane and destroy satellites by running into them at high speeds.” (Cobb, 

2021). 
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In addition, non-aggressive military use of satellites in outer space has been considered 

"peaceful" from the beginnings of its usage; however, as outer space is used more actively, there 

are some activities that may seem aggressive (West, 2014). 

 

3.5. Nation’s pronounces toward the topic  

This is a recurring topic discussed in the United Nations, led by veto powers like the 

People’s Republic of China, the Russian Federation, and the United States of America. “Russia 

may have calculated that in the context of rising great-power rivalry, especially between the 

United States and China, the growing trend of space weaponization is the future of warfare.” 

(Paikowsky, 2021) 

 

3.6. Future situation 

As mankind increases its presence in outer space, its limitless ambition and destructive 

capacity towards its congener will prevail and will always bring with it a great risk of  turning 

outer space into a tool for a future wars’ scenario and as it can be seen nowadays, the worrisome 

decrease in mineral resources, which are essential in the process of creating the weapons of 

mass destruction will result in humanities eyes to focus on increasing space exploration, 

bringing large scale conflicts along with it, that will result in putting the existence of what we 

know today as mankind at risk. 

There must be a real compromise among world leaders, who will, unanimously, 

achieve actual space exploration with peaceful, non-aggressive means, searching for the well 

being of mankind. The prohibition of military bases established without research purposes, 

weapons storage and other potential dangers for humankind.  
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Weaponizing space will destabilize strategic balance, jeopardize international and 

national security, and disrupt existing arms control tools, particularly those dealing with nuclear 

weapons and missiles. These consequences will almost certainly result in a new arms race and 

this is a topic that must be treated with utmost importance in order to prevent further possibilities 

of conflict among different parties. 

 

3.7. Useful questions for the delegates 

- Is your delegation able to launch objects into space? If not, Has it launched any objects 

with the help of a delegation with the ability to do so?  

- How has your delegation been involved in space in the past?  

- Does your delegation feel the need to have weapons in space? 

- The 3 key parts found in the International Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities 

include: 

○ The right to use space for peaceful purposes. 

○ Interfering with space objects of other countries is prohibited. 

○ Space can be used as a defense in a non-aggressive matter. 

Does your delegation agree with these terms? Elaborate on your delegations’ 

position.  

 

3.8. QARMAS 

- How would launching weapons in space worsen the issue surrounding space debris? 

- The concept of peaceful means non-military or non-aggressive? How can there be a 

universal definition for this key term? 
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- Technology in space can contribute to cruise missiles or can be used as an espionage 

advantage. Does your delegation consider there must be a regulation in the 

implementation of such technologies? 

 

3.9. Useful links 

- https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2124338 

- http://nautil.us/blog/some-deadsatellites-refuse-to-go-quietly-totheir-graves 

- https://documents-

ddsny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/050/66/PDF/G1405066.pdf?OpenElement 

- http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gadis3532.doc.htm 

- http://www.thespacereview.com/article/2575/1 

- http://www.nti.org/learn/treatiesand-regimes/proposedprevention-arms-race-

spaceparos-treaty/ 

 

4. Topic B: The use of non-conventional weapons by belligerent groups 

4.1. Theoretical Framework 

The following definitions are considered to be of high importance in the 

Committee and their definitions must be kept in mind. 

Armed Conflict: “An armed conflict is a contested incompatibility that 

concerns the government. and/or territory where the use of armed force between two parties.” 

(“The UCDP Armed Conflict definition”, 2016, p. 3)  

Conventional weapons: “Conventional Weapons encompass a wide range of 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2124338
http://nautil.us/blog/some-deadsatellites-refuse-to-go-quietly-totheir-graves
https://documents-ddsny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/050/66/PDF/G1405066.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-ddsny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/050/66/PDF/G1405066.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gadis3532.doc.htm
http://www.thespacereview.com/article/2575/1
http://www.nti.org/learn/treatiesand-regimes/proposedprevention-arms-race-spaceparos-treaty/
http://www.nti.org/learn/treatiesand-regimes/proposedprevention-arms-race-spaceparos-treaty/
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equipment not limited to armored combat vehicles, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, 

warships, small arms and light weapons, landmines, cluster munitions, ammunition and 

artillery. (...)”  (United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, n.d) 

Non-conventional weapons: Weapons which do not follow the guidelines of a 

conventional weapon, it may also refer to mass destruction weapons (example: nuclear bombs), 

improvised weapons and weapons used in  unconventional warfare.  

Unconventional warfare: An internal armed conflict inside a nation including 

an insurgency group or resistance against the government or leading power.   

Biological weapons: agents that disperse disease-causing organisms or toxins 

with the intent to harm or kill humans, animals, or plants. They are composed of two parts: the 

agent and the delivery mechanism. Any disease-causing entity (bacteria, viruses, fungi etc) or 

toxin (poison derived from animals, plants, microorganisms or synthetic substances) can be 

used as bio-weapons. Historically, producers of biological weapons have attempted to produce, 

among others, foot-and-mouth disease, plague, ricin, smallpox.  

CBRN: Acronym for Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear weapons. 

Chemical weapon: Non-living, artificial agents combined with a system of 

diffusion that, when activated, produces debilitating or deadly effects on either humans, 

animals, or plants. They take three forms: gas, solid (aerosol), or liquid and are taken in by 

humans via inhalation, ingestion, or absorption by the skin. Chemical agents are different from 

choking agents (like chlorine), injuring agents (mustard gas), blood agents (cyanide), and nerve 

agents  

Toxic Industrial Chemicals (TICs): Compounds that are used in industrialized 
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settings and are often toxic. The concern regarding these weapons is the fact that even though 

the lethal toxicity of a TIC is lower than any other chemical weapon agents, there is an easier 

access to these Toxic Industrial Chemicals since there are approximately 70,000 TICS in 

comparison to main-chemical weapon agents which are roughly 70 agents. 

Nuclear Weapons: Explosives whose structure of atoms release great bursts of 

energy. The results of this are radioactive blast waves, thermal radiation, and initial and residual 

radiation. 

 

 

4.2. Topic’s History 

Since the beginning of warfare there has been a long and gradual development regarding 

weapons. This all began to take a quick escalation after the creation of gunpowder, leading to 

an era of even more violence and death. Sadly, this did not stop the development of more lethal 

weapons and turned into what we call non-conventional weapons. on July 16, 1945, when the 

US tested a nuclear weapon for the first time. This, although it was only one bomb, turned into 

the turning stone of warfare. It would no longer be fought in trenches or even depend on 

manpower. It brought a conflict known as the “cold” war, where not a single bullet was fired, 

but the looming threat of such a new weapon was the main concern in society. It came to the 

point where a couple dozens of those bombs, out of the thousands in existence, could devastate 

humanity itself, claiming millions of lives and bringing society back to the dark ages.  

These non-conventional weapons are not limited to only nuclear artifacts, but also 

expand onto equally as lethal devices such as biological and chemical weapons. These have 

been around for much longer than nuclear weapons, being primitively used during the Middle 
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Ages by catapulting corpses into enemy fortresses; with the hopes of sickening the locals as 

there was little to no medicine available, “Some researchers believe that this tactic may have 

been responsible for the spread of Black Death plague into Europe. If so, this early use of 

biological warfare caused the eventual deaths of around 25 million Europeans.” (Medical News 

today, 2018) 

This is a prime example of biological warfare’s potential scope, unpredictability, and 

terrifying simplicity. More recently chemical weapons were more efficiently deployed by all 

parties involved in the conflict during WW1, claiming over 90,000 lives and injuring another 

million soldiers.  

Awareness of non-state entities controlling CBRN agents arose to international level 

around 1991, a decade after the fall of the USSR. The fear of “Loose Nukes” and abandoned 

research institutes falling into the wrong hands was pertinent in the outskirts of cities and 

controversial border territories; however, little was done to affect change, for they simply 

decided to only monitor this. (LYONMUN DISEC Study guide, 2018) 

The first EU-level response to the international threat was in December of 2003, with 

the European Security Strategy after the events of 9/11. A decade later, in December of 2015, 

the European Parliament enacted an Action Plan Against Illicit Trafficking in and Use of 

Firearms and Explosives ``identified the need to strengthen the legal framework on firearms 

and combat illicit trafficking. It also highlighted the need to restrict access to and the 

deployment of dangerous substances such as explosives by terrorist networks.” (European 

Comission, ((2015) EU action plan against illicit trafficking in and use of firearms and 

explosives) 
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That same session, the “Directive on Terrorism” was enacted, this Directive establishes 

minimum rules concerning the definition of criminal offences and sanctions in the area of 

terrorist offences, offences related to a terrorist group and offences related to terrorist activities, 

as well as measures of protection of, and support and assistance to, victims of terrorism. 

(European Commission, (2015)), thus, criminalizing preparatory acts of terrorism. Such acts 

include training, traveling abroad with the intent to commit, aiding, abetting, and attempting 

terrorist attacks. While the actions of people have been legislated to prevent further injustices, 

as of 2016, no EU legislation targeting or seeking control of CBRN ingredients exists.  

 

 

4.3. Situation Today 

Nowadays, non-conventional weapons such as biological, chemical, nuclear, and 

ballistic missiles continue to pose challenges; specially inside nations in which armed conflict 

is active such as Middle East countries where the ISIL resides which  is a splinter branch of the 

infamous terrorist group Al-Qaeda; their goal being the creation of an Islamic state which 

practices 8th century Islamic Law. They originally relied on automatic weapons to commit acts 

of terror, but the ISIL recruited young scientists and created a variety of unconventional 

weapons that range from a neurotoxin explosive to a shrapnel bomb on live animals. 

At the moment, the UN has given highest priority to reducing and eventually eliminating 

nuclear weapons, destroying chemical weapons, and strengthening the prohibition of biological 

weapons all of which pose direct threats to humankind. 
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While these objectives have remained constant over the years, the scope of deliberations 

and negotiations has changed as political realities which made the international situation have 

evolved. 

The international community continues to consider more closely the excessive and 

destabilizing proliferation of small arms and light weapons and has mobilized to combat the 

massive deployment of landmines  instruments that threaten the economic and social fabric of 

societies and kill and maim civilians, all too many of whom are women and children. There is 

also wider recognition that all types of weapons impact women, men, boys and girls differently.  

The UN is also focusing on the impact of new information, telecommunications 

technologies, and other emerging technologies on international security. Through global efforts, 

several multilateral treaties and instruments have been established with the aim of regulating, 

restricting, or eliminating certain weapons. These include the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 

of Nuclear Weapons, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the Biological and Chemical Weapons Convention, the Anti-

Personnel Landmine Convention, the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the Convention on 

Certain Conventional Weapons, and the Arms Trade Treaty. (UN, Disarmament n.d) 

 

4.4. Previously Implemented Solutions 

Security Council adopted Resolution 2325 (2016), calling for framework to keep 

terrorists and other Non-state actors from acquiring weapons of mass destruction; it called on 

all States to strengthen national anti-proliferation regimes in implementation of resolution 1540 

(2004) which seeks to keep non-State actors from acquiring nuclear, biological, and chemical 

weapons of mass destruction.  
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It called for greater assistance for building collateral state capacity in that regard 

including through voluntary contributions and for greater cooperation among all stakeholders, 

civil society, and academia among them in order to increase legally binding measures adopted 

by States; this was done with the aim of preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction, but also a lack of progress towards securing the production, use, storage, and 

transportation of materials related to chemical and biological threats.   

 

 

4.5. Nation’s Pronounces Towards the Topic 

The United Kingdom  emphasizes that anti-proliferation efforts must be targeted to the 

most important areas; additionally, it should be highlighted that the 1540 non-proliferation 

regime (a Security Council resolution committee), to advance with the emergence of new 

technologies, encouraged cooperation with civil society and academia. Calling for full 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), the UK would continue its efforts to work with all 

stakeholders in that regard.  

Ukraine, supports measures were needed to strengthen the framework against the use of 

nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons by non-State actors, terrorists in particular, since the 

world faced increasingly complex threats posed by the rapid technological developments among 

other things. The erosion of the existing global order, violations of international law, as well as 

ongoing conflicts weakened the architecture of the biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons 

non-proliferation framework as a whole inside the country.  

The Russian Federation, indicates the need for continuing a positive momentum in 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) with resources and focus on the part of Member 
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States; as well as cooperation with the 1540 Committee. Russia welcomes its focus on the need 

to make greater use of international and regional organizations.  

Uruguay, Colombia, and Venezuela describe the negotiations on the resolution as 

admirably inclusive, and they emphasized on the pre-eminence of international law and the 

United Nations Charter in facing threats to use weapons of mass destruction; underlining that 

the risk of weapons of mass destruction being used by non-State actors represented a major 

threat to international security. All States must live up to their disarmament and proliferation 

responsibilities; including those related to the need for the elimination of all such weapons. 

France condemns the development of nuclear weapons by the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea and the use of chemical weapons in Syria. It states that preventing the 

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction by terrorists must be an international priority, and 

it emphasizes the need to strengthen implementation of existing tools by raising awareness, 

building capacity, and updating legal frameworks as France had done previously. Regarding 

this, France prioritizes the security of nuclear and related materials, and it calls for international 

unity in the pursuit of advances in such critical areas. 

The United States noted the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remained the 

greatest threat to international peace and security, and it stated that an attack by non-State actors 

could not be prevented without cooperation between States and relevant organizations. 

Additionally, it believes the threat of use of chemical weapons by non-State actors in Syria does 

not require a new mechanism, but more effective implementation of existing instruments to 

solve it.  

Republic of Korea stands from a point that facinf challenges from non-State actors 

which includes terrorist groups and violent extremists; who continue to arise at breakneck speed, 
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and it stresses the importance of raising awareness on the1540 Security Council Resolution, 

with two nuclear tests conducted in the current year alone, “North Korea is now nearing the 

final state of nuclear weaponizaton”. Given that country’s “track record in illicit arms trade and 

black-market smuggling”, it could become a willing supplier of weapons of mass destruction 

technology or materials to non-State actors.  

Afghanistan has been surrounded by a number of nuclear countries and has consistently 

called for total elimination of all weapons of mass destruction. As a State party to relevant 

treaties and conventions, Afghanistan has also joined the Group of Friends of Resolution 1540 

(2004). It urges all States to strengthen national measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring 

weapons of mass destruction, their means of delivery, and materials and technologies related to 

their manufacture.  

Turkey has also adopted the necessary legislation to fully implement its international 

obligations, and it has collaborated closely with the Counter-Terrorism, the ISIL, and Al-Qaida 

Sanctions Committees. As growing proliferation concerns and the scale of global commerce 

placed unprecedented responsibilities on Member States, it welcomed the 1540 Committee’s 

recommendations for better assistance to Member States in the areas of export and transhipment 

controls. Turkey prioritized adopting realistic and applicable methods to strengthen export 

controls while emphasizing the need for equitable burden-sharing. As the gaps and 

inconsistencies in the Syrian regime’s declarations on its chemical stockpiles remained 

unsolved, its undeclared weapon capabilities continued to be a serious concern for Turkey.  

The United Arab Emirates welcomes all efforts to increase cooperation on 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), and it believes the only way to end the threat of 

weapons of mass destruction is to work for their elimination. It thinks a nuclear-weapon-free 
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zone would strengthen security in the region as well as calling Israel to join in efforts for that 

purpose. It also highlights the importance of ending the use of chemical and other prohibited 

weapons in Syria and Iraq, which might result in the proliferation of both conventional and more 

dangerous weapons.  

Jordan stated about the danger of using weapons of mass destruction by non-State actors 

was alarming, as an example terrorist group Da’esh using mustard gas in Syria and Iraq, where 

it has taken specific steps in abiding by resolution 1540 (2004), and it has adopted several laws 

to control and prevent biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons as well as their means of 

delivery falling in the hands of non-State actors. It also welcomes the continued cooperation 

between the Counter-Terrorism Committee and the Committee to update information of terrorist 

groups and their ability to use weapons of mass destruction. Finally, it emphasized the need for 

States to strengthen cooperation in industrial, parliamentary, and private and academic sectors. 

Algeria urges establishing an appropriate balance between the need for peaceful uses of 

technologies and the concern to protect against any misuse of these technologies because of 

uncontrolled or improper sources. It also believes Nuclear States owe it to the world to start 

fulfilling their commitment to disarmament and allow equitable access for the peaceful use of 

the linked technologies. 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea strongly supports that the nuclear issue was the 

consequence of the hostile policy of the United States. If the USA had not threatened this 

country with nuclear weapons, the nuclear issue would not have existed on the Korean Peninsula 

at all. It is DPRK’s intent to avoid the danger of a nuclear war by the United States by relying 

on deterrence which is being used as a self-defense measure. The Democratic People’s Republic 
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of Korea would continue to bolster its nuclear forces and not use their weapons first unless other 

States do. 

Syria is willing to cooperate with any international effort to keep terrorists from 

acquiring weapons of mass destruction. It is also committed to a nuclear-weapons-free zone in 

the Middle East and had acceded to international mechanisms countering other dangerous 

weapons. In regard to the chemical weapons, the country has complied with all requests of the 

OPCW. 

 

4.6. Useful questions for the delegates:  

- How can belligerent groups have access to technology that was only available to the 

great powers during the great wars (chemical weaponry)?   

- Is a nuclear deterrent worth the risking of millions of lives? 

- Does the development of technology like nuclear (clean) energy justify the creation of 

WMDs like the nuclear weapon? 

 

4.7. QARMAS 

-  Has your country been affected by non-conventional weapons?  

- Does your country have access to non-conventional weapons?  

- What actions has your delegation considered or implemented to reduce, regulate or stop 

the use, production or development of non-conventional weapons?  

- Does your country aid in the production, development, or propagation of non-

conventional weapons?  

- Does your country have any unconventional warfare conflict going on nowadays?  
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4.8 Useful Links 

- https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START_UWTFactSheet_Jan2018.pdf 

- https://www.un.org/disarmament/biological-weapons/about/what-are-biological-

weapons/#:~:text=Biological%20weapons%20disseminate%20disease%2Dcausing,ag

ent%20and%20a%20delivery%20mechanism. 

- https://unrcpd.org/conventional-weapons/ 

- https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/disarmament 

- https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52015DC0624 

 

  

https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START_UWTFactSheet_Jan2018.pdf
https://www.un.org/disarmament/biological-weapons/about/what-are-biological-weapons/#:~:text=Biological%20weapons%20disseminate%20disease%2Dcausing,agent%20and%20a%20delivery%20mechanism
https://www.un.org/disarmament/biological-weapons/about/what-are-biological-weapons/#:~:text=Biological%20weapons%20disseminate%20disease%2Dcausing,agent%20and%20a%20delivery%20mechanism
https://www.un.org/disarmament/biological-weapons/about/what-are-biological-weapons/#:~:text=Biological%20weapons%20disseminate%20disease%2Dcausing,agent%20and%20a%20delivery%20mechanism
https://unrcpd.org/conventional-weapons/
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/disarmament
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52015DC0624
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